_ Job  19-20  -  Thursday,  March  29th,  2018 _ 

Job  19  -- 1  Then  Job  answered  and  said:  2  “How  long  will  you  torment  my  soul,  And  break  me  in  pieces  with  words?  3  These  ten 
times  you  have  reproached  me;  You  are  not  ashamed  that  you  have  wronged  me.  4  And  if  indeed  I  have  erred,  My  error  remains 
with  me.  5  If  indeed  you  exalt  yourselves  against  me,  And  plead  my  disgrace  against  me,  6  Know  then  that  God  has  wronged 
me,  And  has  surrounded  me  with  His  net.  7  “If  I  cry  out  concerning  wrong,  I  am  not  heard.  If  I  cry  aloud,  there  is  no  justice.  8  He 
has  fenced  up  my  way,  so  that  I  cannot  pass;  And  He  has  set  darkness  in  my  paths.  9  He  has  stripped  me  of  my  glory,  And 
taken  the  crown  from  my  head.  10  He  breaks  me  down  on  every  side,  And  I  am  gone;  My  hope  He  has  uprooted  like  a  tree.  1 1 
He  has  also  kindled  His  wrath  against  me,  And  He  counts  me  as  one  of  His  enemies.  12  His  troops  come  together  And  build  up 
their  road  against  me;  They  encamp  all  around  my  tent.  13  “He  has  removed  my  brothers  far  from  me,  And  my  acquaintances 
are  completely  estranged  from  me.  14  My  relatives  have  failed,  And  my  close  friends  have  forgotten  me.  15  Those  who  dwell  in 
my  house,  and  my  maidservants,  Count  me  as  a  stranger;  I  am  an  alien  in  their  sight.  16  I  call  my  servant,  but  he  gives  no 
answer;  I  beg  him  with  my  mouth.  17  My  breath  is  offensive  to  my  wife,  And  I  am  repulsive  to  the  children  of  my  own  body.  18 
Even  young  children  despise  me;  I  arise,  and  they  speak  against  me.  19  All  my  close  friends  abhor  me,  And  those  whom  I  love 
have  turned  against  me.  20  My  bone  clings  to  my  skin  and  to  my  flesh,  And  I  have  escaped  §plie  skin  olhWMi  21  “Have 
pity  on  me,  have  pity  on  me,  0  you  my  friends,  For  the  hand  of  God  has  struck  me!  22  Why  do  you  persecute  me  as  God  does, 
And  are  not  satisfied  with  my  flesh?  23  “Oh,  that  my  words  were  written!  Oh,  that  they  were  inscribed  in  a  book!  24  That  they 
were  engraved  on  a  rock  With  an  iron  pen  and  lead,  forever!  25  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives,  And  He  shall  stand  at 
last  on  the  earth;  26  And  after  my  skin  is  destroyed,  this  I  know,  That  in  my  flesh  I  shall  see  God,  27  Whom  I  shall  see  for 
myself,  And  my  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  another.  How  my  heart  yearns  within  me!  28  If  you  should  say,  ‘How  shall  we 
persecute  him?’—  Since  the  root  of  the  matter  is  found  in  me,  29  Be  afraid  of  the  sword  for  yourselves;  For  wrath  brings  the 
punishment  of  the  sword,  That  you  may  know  there  is  a  judgment.” 

-  Couple  of  thoughts  here  as  Job  defends  himself  against  the  merciless  and  endless  attacks  from  these  “miserable  comforters.” 

-  The  first  thought  has  to  do  with  the  question  of  why  God  deemed  it  necessary  to  include  this  lengthy  dialogue  in  the  scriptures. 

- 1  would  suggest  that  there  are  several  reasons  for  doing  so,  one  of  which  is  that  it  speaks  to  a  prevalent  problem  in  the  church. 
D.L.  Moody  identifies  the  problem  this  way.  “The  church  has  become  very  jealous  about  men  being  unsound  in  the  faith.  If  a  man 
becomes  unsound  in  the  faith,  they  draw  their  ecclesiastical  swords  and  cut  at  him.  But  he  may  be  ever  so  unsound  in  love,  and 
they  don’t  say  anything.” 

Charles  Spurgeon  -  “They  struck  at  him  with  their  hard  words,  as  if  they  were  breaking  stones  on  the  roadside.  We  ought  to  be 
very  careful  what  we  say  to  those  who  are  suffering  affliction  and  trial,  for  a  word,  though  it  seems  to  be  a  very  little  thing,  will 
often  cut  far  more  deeply  and  wound  far  more  terribly  than  a  razor  would.” _ 

Galatians  5:14-15  - 14  For  the  entire  law  is  fulfilled  in  keeping  this  one  command:  “Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself.”  15  If  you  bite 
and  devour  each  other,  watch  out  or  you  will  be  destroyed  by  each  other. _ 

-  The  second  thought  has  to  do  with  verse  25  where  Job  says  he  knows  his  Redeemer  lives  and  shall  stand  at  last  on  the  earth. 

-  It’s  interesting  to  note  that  the  word  translated  Redeemer  is  “Goel,”  which  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  one  who  redeems  the  lost. 

-  Clearly,  this  is  a  reference  to  our  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ,  Who  redeems  the  lost  by  paying  in  full  for  the  sins  of  all  mankind. 

Charles  Spurgeon  had  some  interesting  insight  into  this,  “Remember,  too,  that  it  was  always  considered  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Goel,  not  merely  to  redeem  by  price,  but  where  that  failed,  to  redeem  by  power...  There  are  two  redemptions,  —redemption  by 
price  and  redemption  by  power,  and  both  of  these  Christ  hath  wrought  for  us;  —by  price,  by  his  sacrifice  upon  the  cross  of 
Calvary;  and  by  power,  by  his  Divine  Spirit  coming  into  our  heart,  and  renewing  our  soul.” _ 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  -  “When  Job,  amid  the  desolation,  declared  that  he  had  a  ‘Goel’  living  and  active,  he  was  uttering  a 
profound  truth,  the  truth  that  in  God,  man  has  is  Redeemer  in  all  the  fullest  senses  of  that  great  word.  It  was  a  spiritual 
apprehension  of  an  abiding  fact,  which  fact  came  into  clear  shining  when  God  was  manifest  in  flesh.” 

F.B.  Meyer  -  “Beyond  the  heavens  Job  thought  there  lived  a  Kinsman,  who  saw  all  his  sufferings,  and  pitied,  and  would  one  day 
appear  on  earth  to  vindicate  his  innocence  and  avenge  his  wrongs.  He  was  content  to  leave  the  case  with  Him,  sure  He  would 
not  fail,  as  his  friends  had  done.” 

Adam  Clarke  made  an  interesting  observation,  suggesting  that  this  changed  Job  as  evidenced  in  the  rest  of  the  book.  “It  is  not  at 
all  probable  that  Job  had  this  confidence  any  time  before  the  moment  in  which  he  uttered  it:  it  was  then  a  direct  revelation, 
nothing  of  which  he  ever  had  before,  else  he  had  never  dropped  those  words  of  impatience  and  irritation  which  we  find  in  several 
of  his  speeches.  And  this  may  be  safely  inferred  from  the  consideration,  that  after  this  time  no  such  words  escaped  his  lips:  He 
bears  the  rest  of  his  sufferings  with  great  patience  and  fortitude;  and  seems  to  look  forward  with  steady  hope  to  that  day  in  which 
all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away  from  off  all  faces,  and  it  is  fully  proved  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  has  done  right.” 


Job  20  -- 1  Then  Zophar  the  Naamathite  answered  and  said:  2  “Therefore  my  anxious  thoughts  make  me  answer,  Because  of 
the  turmoil  within  me.  3  I  have  heard  the  rebuke  that  reproaches  me,  And  the  spirit  of  my  understanding  causes  me  to  answer.  4 
“Do  you  not  know  this  of  old,  Since  man  was  placed  on  earth,  5  That  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short,  And  the  joy  of  the 
hypocrite  is  but  for  a  moment?  6  Though  his  haughtiness  mounts  up  to  the  heavens,  And  his  head  reaches  to  the  clouds,  7  Yet 
he  will  perish  forever  like  his  own  refuse;  Those  who  have  seen  him  will  say,  ‘Where  is  he?’  8  He  will  fly  away  like  a  dream,  and 
not  be  found;  Yes,  he  will  be  chased  away  like  a  vision  of  the  night.  9  The  eye  that  saw  him  will  see  him  no  more,  Nor  will  his 
place  behold  him  anymore.  10  His  children  will  seek  the  favor  of  the  poor,  And  his  hands  will  restore  his  wealth.  1 1  His  bones  are 
full  of  his  youthful  vigor,  But  it  will  lie  down  with  him  in  the  dust.  12  “Though  evil  is  sweet  in  his  mouth,  And  he  hides  it  under  his 
tongue,  13  Though  he  spares  it  and  does  not  forsake  it,  But  still  keeps  it  in  his  mouth,  14  Yet  his  food  in  his  stomach  turns  sour; 

It  becomes  cobra  venom  within  him.  15  He  swallows  down  riches  And  vomits  them  up  again;  God  casts  them  out  of  his  belly.  16 
He  will  suck  the  poison  of  cobras;  The  viper’s  tongue  will  slay  him.  1 7  He  will  not  see  the  streams,  The  rivers  flowing  with  honey 
and  cream.  1 8  He  will  restore  that  for  which  he  labored,  And  will  not  swallow  it  down;  From  the  proceeds  of  business  He  will  get 
no  enjoyment.  19  For  he  has  oppressed  and  forsaken  the  poor,  He  has  violently  seized  a  house  which  he  did  not  build.  20 
“Because  he  knows  no  quietness  in  his  heart,  He  will  not  save  anything  he  desires.  21  Nothing  is  left  for  him  to  eat;  Therefore  his 
well-being  will  not  last.  22  In  his  self-sufficiency  he  will  be  in  distress;  Every  hand  of  misery  will  come  against  him.  23  When  he  is 
about  to  fill  his  stomach,  God  will  cast  on  him  the  fury  of  His  wrath,  And  will  rain  it  on  him  while  he  is  eating.  24  He  will  flee  from 
the  iron  weapon;  A  bronze  bow  will  pierce  him  through.  25  It  is  drawn,  and  comes  out  of  the  body;  Yes,  the  glittering  point  comes 
out  of  his  gall.  Terrors  come  upon  him;  26  Total  darkness  is  reserved  for  his  treasures.  An  unfanned  fire  will  consume  him;  It 
shall  go  ill  with  him  who  is  left  in  his  tent.  27  The  heavens  will  reveal  his  iniquity,  And  the  earth  will  rise  up  against  him.  28  The 
increase  of  his  house  will  depart,  And  his  goods  will  flow  away  in  the  day  of  His  wrath.  29  This  is  the  portion  from  God  for  a 
wicked  man,  The  heritage  appointed  to  him  by  God.” 

-  This  chapter  is  really  interesting  in  the  sense  that  Zophar  is  actually  speaking  the  truth  as  it  relates  to  the  just  judgment  of  God. 

-  The  problem  is  he  says  the  right  thing  at  the  wrong  time  with  the  wrong  spirit,  and  if  this  weren’t  bad  enough  to  the  wrong  man. 

-  Sadly,  we  can  be  just  as  prone  to  do  the  same  thing  as  a  Zophar  in  someone  else's  life  all  because  of  our  own  spiritual  pride. 

Oswald  Chambers  -  “Zophar  speaks  with  dignity,  but  dignity  is  not  an  indication  of  discernment.  Zophar  has  listened  to  Job’s 
words  but  not  to  the  spirit  of  them;  he  is  ashamed  of  the  attitude  his  former  friend  has  taken.” _ 

G.  Campbell  Morgan  -  “These  closing  words  were  in  the  nature  of  a  summary  of  all  he  had  been  saying.  The  sufferings  he  had 
described  were  such  as  fell  to  the  wicked,  and  that  by  Divine  appointment.  All  this  was  true.  But  other  things  were  true,  of  which 
he  seemed  to  have  no  knowledge....  The  narrowness  of  Zophar’ s  philosophy  made  him  unjust  to  Job.” _ 


